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FRANCIS CURRY and TIES LEY SHAY 
OF JOLIET,ILL. 

• -i 


YIO. SECT. 47,U.S.C.C. 
ATTEMPTED 20 INTIMIDATE 


FACTS DEVI I l D 


GOVERNMENT WITNESS - P.J. BURGESS 

-r^r 


Assistant United States Attorney, WAUGH, at .Chicago addressed 


a letter to this Bureau, complaining in substance that P« J. BURGESS, 401 West 
Marion St., Joliet, Illinois, had, on March 7th 1924, been slugged by five men, 
who were in an automobile in the City of Joliet. BURGESS recognized FRANCIS 


CUBBY and WESLEY SHAY. 


Agent, upon receiving this information, proceeded to Joliet, 


Illinois, where he interviewed P. J. BURGESS, who stated that he is employed as 


a chauffeur for MR. WOODRUFF, President of the First National Bank of Joliet; 


that on March 7$h, about 6:00 P.M., he was driving MR. WOODRUFF'S Cadillac Coupe, 


and when he got in front of MR. WOODRUFF'S home, and attempted to turn into the. 


driveway, an ESSEX COACH car pulled up alongside of his car, and forced his car 


to the curb; that while this.was being done, one WESLE Y SHAY, a saloon-keeper s 


of Joliet jumped out of the Essex-Car which bad cut his car off, and SHAY opened 


the right hand door of his (Burgess) car, and jumped into the seat alongside of him 


5 

SHAY immediately began to slug him, and BURGESS observed that the four other men 


in the Essex car were scrambling out of the car, and as he noticed this he iianed- 
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Mar. 13-28, 1924. 


lately threw the car Into gear, und stepped on the gas, leaving the occupants 
of the'Essex Car behind; that during this tine he was being slugged by 
WESLEY SHAY, who said to him "Stop this car or It will kill you.** SHAY placed 
his hand on his hip pocket in an attempt to draw a gun, and when BURGESS saw 


him do this, he stopped the car and opened the side doer and wrested himself 
from SHAY'S hold, running leaving his car behind and at the mercy of SHAY. 

That while he was running away, he observed FRANCIS CURRY, a saloon-keeper 
of Joliet, and defendant in a Government liquor case at Chicago, running after 
him, and cUBRY was making erery effort to try and catch him - CURRY hollered 
9Stop, darn you, or I ’ll shoot you" and as CURRY said this, he reached for 
his hip pocket in an attempt to draw a gun, but .BURGESS was successful in 
escaping. That he (Burgess) in January 1924, while working as an investiga¬ 
tor for the WILL COUNTY LAW & ORDER LEAGUE at JOLIET, collected evidence of 
sales of intoxicating liquor against four saloon-keepers in Joliet^ but did 
not get evidence at that time against Curry, or Shay, but against two friends 


of theirs namely* CHARLES SPEARS, and WILLIAM £IECH; that the WILL COUHTY 
LAW & ORDER LEAGUE did collect evidence .against CURRY and SHAY, and he is 
inolined to believe that this assault by SHAY and CURRY is the outcome of 
evidence collected in Joliet against a clique of saloon-keepers. That while 
he was being Assaulted by SHAY, there was no mention made by SHAY of his 
i (BURGESS) being a Government witness, or an operative for the WILL COU TY 


LAW & ORDER LEAGUE. 

Agent, together with Special Agent CHET LA IN of the 


Chicago Bureau Office, went to the vicinity of SHAY'S saloon, located At 


517 Cass Street, Joliet, Illinois, and Agents, together with BURGESS, entered 
the saloon, and inquired for WESLEY SHAY. MARTY RENDERS ON* an ex-pugilist 

was tending bar, and informed Agents that SHAY had been in the saloon earlier 
in the day, but did not know just then where he could be located. 
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Mar, 13 - 28. 1924. 


As Agents were leaving the {saloon, Burges 3 observed 
WESLEY; SHAY walking down Cass Street, towards, the aloon. Agent stopped 
SHAY, and confronted him with BURGESS and ashed o^Y if he Knew BURGESS. 

SHAY said "Yes, I have known him for a number of years." Agent inquired 
if he knew what BURGESS' employment was. at the present- time* and SHAY* said 
"Yes, that Burgess was a firem an for the. E. J. & E. R,R," Agent asked SHAY- 
If he had seen BURG&S Friday night March 7th at about 6:00 o'clock,- and SHAY 

1 

said "Ho, 1 did not." Agent said "Ii it not a fact that on Friday night 
March. 7th, about 6 ;00 o'clock, you jumped, out of an E?sex Car, containing four i 
or five other men, and’ entered Burgess Cadillac Oar and assaulted. Burgess, 
as a result of which Burgess now carries that black eye?" SHAY said "It is , 
not a fact and, furthermore, what would he the use of my slugging BURGESS, he 
never did anything to me, and he is not a Government witness against me,- ror my 
brother in any case, now pending before the courts in Chicago?" j 

Agents then left SHAY and proceeded to the Essex Automobile 
Sales Agency, where it was ascertained that FRANCIS CURRY and WESLEY SHAT 
were not possessors of an Essex. Automobile. It did develop though that a friend 
of. CURRY'S, byi the name, of BILL TIGHE of 1Q01. North Chicago Ave., Joliet , 

I 

is the owner of an Essex Coach equipped with McComb tires, and bumpers, front j 

\ 

and rear. BURGESS stated: that it was not TIGHE’S. car that was used by the j 


sluggers. 


Agents located a witness by the. name of HAROLD JOHNSTON, 


employed as a mechanic in A. 0. JOHNSON'S GARAGE,-4th & Eastern Sts,, Joliet, 
whO: was an eye witness to the assault on BURGESS. Agents interviewed 
HAROLD JOHNSTON, and he 3 tated that on Friday night, March 7th at about 6;Q0 
O'clock, he was at the intersection of Richards & Lincoln Sts., when he ob¬ 
served an Essex Coach out off a Cadillac coupe; that a man jumped out of the 
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Essex Car and jumped into the Cadillac, and started to a$eia3£t'h6 driver of tb^ 
Cadillac; that the driver of the Cadillac .car threw the car into gear, and 
ran the car away from the Essex car; that later he observed the driver of 
the Cadillac car leave the Cadillac from the left hand side, and run away j 
from the scene of assault; that he also observed another man leave the .Essex 
car and rum after the driver of the Cadillac car, and that this man who was 
running after the driver of the Cadillac, reached around to his hip pocket 
and hollered "Stop, or .1*1.1 shoot you" but he did not draw .a gun. MB. JOHN¬ 
STON stated that the man who did the assaulting in the Cadillac car was a i 
short fellow about 5* 6" wearing a gray over-coat and a light cap; that this 
fellow’s cap was lost in the scuffle; that the second man who left the Essex 

I 

car was a rather tall fellow about 5 ft. 10 in., wearing a cap and a dark 
blue overcoat; that the Essex car also contained three other men, who did 
not get out of the car; that after the driver of the Cadillac car made his 
get-away, the two men who assisted in the assault jumped into the Essex Car 
and drove away in great haste; that he was unable to obtain the license 

I 

number of the Essex car, because the license plates, and the car Itself were 
greatly smeared with mud; that he then got into the Cadillac Car and drove it 
Into the garage of MB. WOODRUFF, its owner; that he does not know the names 
of the two men that slugged BURGESS, but it is possible that if he faced 

I 

them he would again recognize then. 

MISS DOROTHY-BERGER, 310 Richard St., a girl of 11 years, ' 

stated that she saw MR. WOODRUFF’S chauffeur assaulted in front of MR. 

WOODRUFF’S home Friday night March 7th. That two men left an Essex closed 

car, and one of the men jumped into the Cadillac Car and began assaulting ! 

‘ I 

the chauffeur; that finally the chauffeur jumped out of the Cadlllao car, and 

ran. As he was ruming, one of the men who wore a blue over-coat ran after j 
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the chauf feur and hollered "Stop, or I'll shoot yon;"that the man who entered 
the Cadillac car, and did the assadltigg was a short man (young) who wore, 

a gray over-eoat and a light cap; that the man who ran after the chauff eur 

1 $ _ 

wore a blue over-coat and a light cap and was quite tall and .thin. That 

Sssex 

She did mot get the license "number of the/car, "because it was too much 
smeared with mud; and the car was driven away at a high -rate of s£eed, and 
that She did not Snow who the two .men were who had participated in the assault; 

p- 

but it is possible that were she confronted with them she could probably 
identify them. 

Cn March 18th 


b3 


appeared before the federal Grand Jury* at Chicago, and gave testimony 


in t his ease. 


COHTINCED. 
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